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CLAT Exam Hall Strategy: How to Score Higher
Without Knowing More

CLAT is not just a test of what you know. It is a test of how well you manage 120

questions, 120 minutes, and a scoring system that punishes carelessness as much as
it rewards accuracy. This blog breaks down a complete exam hall strategy — from the
first five minutes to the final guess — so you walk in with a plan, not just preparation.

The First Five Minutes: Don't Start Writing Immediately
In allowed time do not over think or do not think about pass and fail just read the
question paper calmly and ignore overthinking

clatig.in 1/5


https://www.clatiq.in/blog/category/resource

Green -Comfortable topic, short passage, clearly answerable

« Yellow -Doable, but will take more time or careful reading

Red - Unfamiliar, confusing, or likely to eat up disproportionate time

This costs you almost nothing in time but saves you from the most common exam-

hall mistake

Section Order: Play to Your Strengths First

A commonly effective approach:

1.

Start with your strongest section. If Legal Reasoning is your forte, begin there.
Early success builds momentum and calms nerves, which pays off across the rest
of the paper.

. Move to your second-strongest section next, while your focus is still sharp.

. Save your weakest section for later, when you're warmed up and can approach it

with whatever time remains, rather than burning your freshest mental energy on
your weakest area first.

. Treat Quantitative Techniques as a time-boxed section, not a section to master.

With the lowest weightage on the paper, it deserves proportionally less time —
solve what you can quickly, don't get pulled into lengthy calculations.

Time Management: The 45-Second Rule and Passage-
Level Budgeting

With 120 questions in 120 minutes, the arithmetic suggests roughly one minute per

question — but CLAT doesn't work question-by-question, it works passage-by-

passage.

A workable framework:
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Reading a passage: 60-90 seconds for a focused first read

Answering attached questions: 20-40 seconds each once you've read the
passage, since most answers should be locatable or inferable without re-reading

Hard-stop rule: If a single question is taking more than 60-75 seconds with no
clarity, mark it and move on
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The Skip-and-Return Technique

The rule: answer what you're confident about first, circle the rest, and move on.
Come back to circled questions only after you've completed a full pass of the section
(or paper, depending on your strategy).

Never leave a passage half-read to jump elsewhere.

The Negative Marking Decision: When to Attempt, When
to Skip

e You're confident (80%+ sure): Always attempt.

e You've eliminated 2 of 4 options and are choosing between the remaining two:
Statistically worth attempting — your expected value is positive even accounting
for the negative marking.

« You've eliminated only 1 option or none: Skip. A blind guess among three or four
options is, on average, a losing proposition given the 0.25 penalty.

e You genuinely have no idea and the passage is confusing: Skip without
hesitation. There is no reward for stubbornness in CLAT.

Passage-Reading Strategy: Read for Structure, Not
Memorization

« The core argument or claim of the passage (what is the author actually saying?)

e The structure — does it build an argument, present two sides, narrate a sequence
of events?

« Tone and intent — is the author critical, neutral, persuasive, descriptive?

Once you have this mental map, most factual or inference-based questions can be
answered by scanning back to the relevant part of the passage rather than relying on
memory.

Handling the Pressure Curve
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e Build in two 20-second breathing resets — after roughly 40 minutes and again
after 80 minutes. Put your pen down, breathe deeply three times, and resume.
This costs almost nothing in time but resets your focus meaningfully.

o Avoid the "one more minute" trap. When you're stuck, the instinct is to think "just
one more minute and I'll get it." This is rarely true and is the single biggest silent
time-drain in competitive exams. Set your hard-stop rule (mentioned earlier) and

respect it.
o Don't let one bad section shake your confidence for the next. If Quantitative

Techniques went badly, don't carry that frustration into Legal Reasoning. Each
section is a fresh start — mentally reset between sections, not just between

questions.

The Final 15 Minutes: Review, Don't Re-Solve
In the last stretch of the exam, resist the urge to attempt new, difficult questions
you'd skipped as "too hard." Instead, use this time for:

1. Reviewing circled/marked questions where you'd eliminated some options but

weren't fully sure — these are your highest-value remaining opportunities.

2. Checking for accidental errors — skipped bubbles, double-marked answers, or
misread question numbers, which are common when working under time pressure

on an OMR sheet.

3. Making final calls on genuine 50-50 questions using the elimination-based
decision rule from earlier, rather than fresh, cold attempts at questions you'd

found completely unfamiliar earlier.

Do not use these final minutes to attempt a passage you haven't read at all. Cold,
rushed reading in the last few minutes is where careless negative marking tends to

spike.

A Sample In-Hall Game Plan

« 0-5 min: Scan the full paper, mentally categorize sections/passages by difficulty

e 5-45 min: Attempt your strongest section fully, using skip-and-return within

passages
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e 45-80 min: Move to your second and third-strongest sections
« 80-100 min: Attempt your weakest section, applying strict time-boxing
e 100-105 min: Quick breathing reset, mental check on pace

+ 105-120 min: Review marked/circled questions, apply the elimination rule to
remaining 50-50 calls, double-check the OMR sheet

Conclusion
To stay calm during the CLAT exam you must focus on controlling your unnessery
fear ,thoughts ,time managments ,exam day routine and mindset rather than

worrying about the competitive cut-offs .Stay motivated ,Stay calm
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