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CLAT Preparation Without Coaching how it works
Best CLAT Coaching in Lucknow for CLAT 2027 & 2028

Hey future judges! We all want to qualify for CLAT and get selected into the top

NLUs. The very first question that comes to mind is: can you clear CLAT without

coaching? Well, the answer is a big YES! Let’s see how.

Introduction

Every year, over 70,000 students compete for fewer than 3,000 seats across the 24

National Law Universities in India. The Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) is the

gateway to a career in law — and many aspirants believe that cracking it requires

expensive coaching institutes. The truth? With the right strategy, discipline, and

resources, you can absolutely crack CLAT on your own.
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This blog is your roadmap to self-study

## Why You Don’t Need Coaching
Coaching institutes offer structure — but structure is something you can create

yourself. Here’s why self-study is not just viable but often better:

– **Personalised Pace**: You study at your own speed, spending more time on weak

areas.

– **Cost-Effective**: Save ₹50,000–₹1,50,000 in coaching fees.

– **Better Retention**: Self-studied concepts tend to stick longer than passively

absorbed lectures.

– **Flexibility**: Study when you’re most productive, not on a fixed schedule.

Many CLAT toppers — including those who secured ranks in single digits — have

prepared independently. What set them apart was not a coaching institute, but a

smart, consistent approach.

—http://How to start my CLAT preparation (without coaching)

## Understanding the CLAT Exam Pattern
Before diving into preparation, understand what you’re preparing for.

**CLAT UG Exam Overview:**

– **Total Questions**: 120

– **Duration**: 2 hours

– **Marking Scheme**: +1 for correct answer, -0.25 for incorrect answer

– **Mode**: Offline (pen and paper)

**Section-wise Breakdown:**

| Section |                       Approximate Questions |

English Language             | 22–26 |

Current Affairs & GK           | 28–32 |

Legal Reasoning                   | 28–32 |

 Logical Reasoning                | 22–26 |

Quantitative Techniques        | 10–14 |

Since 2020, CLAT has shifted to a comprehension-based format. You are given

passages and asked to answer questions based on understanding and reasoning —

not rote memory.
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## Section-Wise Preparation Strategy
### 1. English Language

**What it tests**: Reading comprehension, grammar, vocabulary, and ability to infer

meaning from passages.

**How to prepare:**

– Read quality newspapers daily — *The Hindu* or *The Indian Express* are ideal.

– Practice RC (Reading Comprehension) passages regularly.

– Build vocabulary through contextual reading rather than memorising word lists.

– Focus on understanding the tone, theme, and inference from passages.

**Recommended Resources:**

– *Word Power Made Easy* by Norman Lewis

– Previous CLAT papers

– Online RC passage sets

**Daily Time Investment**: 45–60 minutes

### 2. Current Affairs & General Knowledge
**What it tests**: Awareness of national and international events, legal news,

government policies, sports, awards, and history.

**How to prepare:**

– Read a newspaper every single day — this is non-negotiable.

– Maintain a monthly current affairs notebook or digital notes.

– Follow YouTube channels like *Lawctopus* or *LegalEdge* for free current affairs

updates.

– Revise static GK (Indian history, polity, geography) from standard books.

**Recommended Resources:**

– *Manorama Yearbook* (for static GK)

– Monthly current affairs PDFs (available free online)

– *Lucent’s General Knowledge*

**Daily Time Investment**: 30–45 minutes
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### 3. Legal Reasoning
**What it tests**: Critical reasoning, assumption identification, argument evaluation,

syllogisms, and analogy-based questions — all passage-based.

**How to prepare:**

– Focus on identifying the central argument of a passage.

– Practice assumption, inference, and conclusion-based questions.

– Work on strengthening/weakening argument questions.

– Avoid pure puzzle-type logical reasoning — CLAT is not CAT.

**Recommended Resources:**

– *A Modern Approach to Logical Reasoning* by R.S. Aggarwal (selective chapters)

– CLAT consortium sample papers

– Online platforms (free material)

**Daily Time Investment**: 30 –45 minutes

### 5. Quantitative Techniques
**What it tests**: Basic arithmetic, data interpretation from graphs/charts,

percentages, ratios, and statistics — all at Class 10 level.

**How to prepare:**

– This section is passage and data-based, not formula-heavy.

– Revise Class 9–10 Maths fundamentals.

– Practice reading graphs, bar charts, and tables quickly.
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– Don’t over-invest time here — 10–15% weightage.

**Recommended Resources:**

– NCERT Class 9 and 10 Mathematics

– R.S. Aggarwal Quantitative Aptitude (basic chapters)

**Daily Time Investment**: 30–40 minutes

## Creating Your Study Plan
### Phase 1 — Foundation Building (Months 1–3)

– Understand the exam pattern thoroughly.

– Begin daily newspaper reading habit.

– Cover all NCERT basics (Polity, History, Geography, Economics).

– Start with one section per week — understand concepts, don’t rush.

### Phase 2 — Intensive Practice (Months 4–7)

– Solve chapter-wise and topic-wise exercises daily.

– Begin taking section-wise timed tests.

– Start maintaining an error log — note every mistake and revisit it weekly.

– Attempt at least 1–2 previous year papers per month.
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### Phase 3 — Mock Tests & Revision (Months 8–10)

– Take full-length mock tests every week.

– Analyse every mock deeply — time management, accuracy, strong/weak areas.

– Revise current affairs of the last 12 months intensively.

– Focus on speed and accuracy together.

CLAT IQ provides free study material and vedio lectures  Follow CLAT IQ official

channals and website to grab this opportunity 

**Books:**

– NCERT textbooks (History, Polity, Geography, Economics) — Free PDFs available

– *Legal Aptitude for CLAT* — A.P. Bhardwaj

– *Word Power Made Easy* — Norman Lewis

**Websites & Apps:**

– **CLATapult Blog** — Free articles and practice questions

– **Lawctopus** — Legal current affairs and CLAT tips

– **CLAT Consortium Website** — Official sample papers

– **Embibe / Testbook** — Free mock tests

– **YouTube: CLAT IQ CLAT** — Free lectures

**Newspapers:**

– The Hindu

– The Indian Express

-PIB 

– Live Law / Bar & Bench (for legal current affairs)
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## Creating Your Study Plan
1. **Ignoring the passage format**: CLAT is comprehension-based. Don’t mug up laws

— learn to read and reason.

2. **Skipping mock tests**: Practice without testing is incomplete. Mocks reveal your

real standing.

3. **Not analysing mistakes**: Solving mocks without reviewing errors is the biggest

trap.

4. **Over-focusing on one section**: Maintain balance across all five sections.

5. **Neglecting current affairs**: This is the highest-weightage section — don’t

sideline it.

6. **Starting too late**: Ideally, start 10–12 months before the exam.

## Motivation: You Are More Capable Than You Think

Self-preparation demands discipline and self-belief. There will be days when the

material feels overwhelming, when the mock scores disappoint, when you wonder if

coaching would have been better. Push through those days.

Remember: the exam tests your reasoning and comprehension skills — qualities you

build through consistent reading and practice, not through expensive classrooms.

Set daily goals. Track your progress. Celebrate small wins. And most importantly —

stay consistent.
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## Conclusion
CLAT preparation without coaching is not just possible — it’s entirely achievable with

the right plan, the right resources, and the right mindset. Thousands of students

crack this exam every year without setting foot in a coaching institute.

Start today. Read one newspaper article, solve one RC passage, revise one current

affairs topic. Small, consistent steps compound into big results.

Your NLU seat is waiting. Go get it.

*Good luck with your CLAT preparation! Feel free to share this blog with fellow

aspirants.*
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