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If you're reading this with roughly 120 days left on the clock before CLAT, take a
breath. Four months is not a lot of time, but it is enough time — provided you stop
treating your preparation like a marathon of “covering the syllabus” and start
treating it like a sprint built around strategy, data, and ruthless prioritization.CLAT
Strategy in 120 Days: A Complete Roadmap to Crack the Exam

Every year, thousands of aspirants panic in the final few months because they’'ve
spent the earlier part of their preparation reading endlessly without testing
themselves, or testing themselves without ever analyzing why they got questions
wrong. This blog lays out a day-by-day, phase-by-phase strategy for the next 120
days — covering every section of CLAT (English Language, Current Affairs including
GK, Legal Reasoning, Logical Reasoning, and Quantitative Techniques), along with
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mock test strategy, revision cycles, and the mindset shifts that separate a 90th
percentile scorer from someone stuck in the middle of the pack.
Let’s break it down.CLAT Strategy in 120 Days

Understanding the CLAT Exam Before You Build a
Strategy

Before you can build a 120-day plan, you need absolute clarity on what you're
preparing for. CLAT (Common Law Admission Test) is a 2-hour, 120-question
objective test divided into five sections:

o English Language (roughly 22-26 questions): passage-based comprehension
testing vocabulary, inference, main idea, and author’s tone.

o Current Affairs including General Knowledge (roughly 28-32 questions):
passage-based questions on static GK and events from the past 12 months.

o Legal Reasoning (roughly 28-32 questions): passage-based questions testing
your ability to apply legal principles to fact situations — no prior legal knowledge
required.

» Logical Reasoning (roughly 22-26 questions): passage-based critical reasoning,
assumptions, arguments, and conclusions.

o Quantitative Techniques (roughly 10-14 questions): passage/data-based
questions requiring basic arithmetic and data interpretation.

Every question is passage-based. This is the single most important thing to
internalize: CLAT does not test how much you know — it tests how fast and
accurately you can read, comprehend, and apply. This changes everything about
how you should prepare. Rote memorization has diminishing returns. Reading speed,
comprehension accuracy, and elimination technique have compounding returns.
With that foundation, here’s how to structure the next 120 days.
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The Big Picture: Dividing 120 Days into Four Phases
Rather than trying to “study everything at once,” break your 120 days into four
distinct 30-day phases, each with a different primary objective:

e Phase 1 (Days 1-30): Foundation and Diagnostic — Build core skills, take a
diagnostic mock, and identify weak areas.

o Phase 2 (Days 31-60): Section-Wise Strengthening — Deep, targeted practice on
your weakest two sections while maintaining strength in others.
e Phase 3 (Days 61-90): Full-Syllabus Integration and Mock Intensity — Start

taking full-length mocks twice a week, integrate all sections, and work on speed.

o Phase 4 (Days 91-120): Peak Performance and Revision — Maximum mock
frequency, error-log revision, mental conditioning, and tapering before the exam.

Let’s go phase by phase.100+ Essential Legal Terms for CLAT 2026 | Complete
Glossary

Phase 1 (Days 1-30): Foundation and Diagnostic

Week 1: Take a Diagnostic Mock First
Before you read a single strategy blog (ironic, given you're reading one now) or open

a single book, take one full-length diagnostic mock test under real exam conditions
— 2 hours, no distractions, no pausing. This single test will tell you more about
where you stand than any amount of guessing.
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After the mock, don'’t just look at your score. Break it down:

» Section-wise accuracy (not just overall score)
e Time spent per section
e Questions you got wrong due to silly mistakes vs. genuine lack of understanding

e Questions you left unattempted due to time pressure vs. lack of knowledge

This diagnostic becomes your baseline. Every subsequent mock will be measured
against it.CLAT Strategy in 120 Days

Weeks 2-4: Build Core Reading and Reasoning Skills

The biggest mistake aspirants make in the early phase is diving straight into legal
reasoning “rules” or memorizing static GK facts without building the underlying skill
that CLAT actually rewards: fast, accurate reading comprehension.

Spend the next three weeks on:

English Language: Read one editorial or opinion piece daily from a quality English
newspaper (The Hindu, Indian Express) and one passage from an unfamiliar domain
(science, philosophy, economics) three times a week. After each passage, without
looking back, try to summarize the main idea, the author’s tone, and the argument’s
structure in two sentences. This trains inference — the single most tested skill in
CLAT English.

Legal Reasoning: Start with the basics — what constitutes a “principle” and a “fact”
in a legal reasoning question, and the core areas CLAT draws from: torts, contracts,
criminal law fundamentals, constitutional law basics, and contemporary legal
developments. You do not need to memorize case law. You need to practice applying
a stated principle to a new factual scenario, which is a reasoning skill, not a memory
skill.

Logical Reasoning: Work through basic critical reasoning concepts — identifying
premises and conclusions, spotting assumptions, distinguishing strengthen/weaken
questions, and recognizing flawed argument patterns. Twenty minutes a day of
focused practice here compounds quickly.CLAT 2026 UG Syllabus

Quantitative Techniques: Since this section carries the fewest questions but is often
the most neglected, spend 20-30 minutes every alternate day brushing up on Class
10-level arithmetic: percentages, ratios, averages, profit and loss, and basic data
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interpretation (bar graphs, pie charts, tables). You don’'t need advanced math — you
need speed and comfort with basic calculations.

Current Affairs & GK: Start a daily current affairs habit now, because this is a
section where consistency compounds and cramming fails. Read a daily current
affairs digest (many test-prep platforms publish these) and maintain a short daily
notes document. Don’t try to read everything — focus on national and international
news, legal and constitutional developments, sports, awards, and government
schemes.

By the end of Phase 1, your goal isn’'t mastery — it’s skill-building and habit
formation. You should have a daily rhythm: reading, a bit of reasoning practice, a bit
of quant, and a current affairs update.
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Phase 2 (Days 31-60): Section-Wise Strengthening
By now, you have your diagnostic data. Identify your two weakest sections by
accuracy (not by how much you “like” or “dislike” them — data over feelings) and
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dedicate 60% of your daily study time to them, while spending 40% maintaining your
stronger sections.

Structuring Your Daily Schedule in Phase 2
A realistic daily schedule for a student with 5-6 hours of dedicated study time might
look like:

1 hour — Current affairs reading and revision (daily, non-negotiable)

1.5 hours — Weakest section (deep practice with topic-wise question sets)

1 hour — Second weakest section

1 hour — Maintenance practice on stronger sections (don’t let them atrophy)

30 minutes — Reviewing yesterday’s mistakes from your error log

Section-Specific Deep Dives

If English is weak: The issue is almost always speed-reading combined with
vocabulary gaps. Practice timed passages — give yourself 6-7 minutes per passage
including questions. Build a running vocabulary list from words you don’t know, but
don’t just memorize meanings — write a sentence using each word. Focus especially
on inference-based and tone-based questions, since these trip up most students.

If Legal Reasoning is weak: Go topic by topic — contract law, tort law, criminal law,
constitutional law, and IPR/family law basics — and do 15-20 questions per topic in
one sitting, followed by reviewing every wrong answer to understand why the correct
principle applied. A common trap is applying real-world legal knowledge instead of
the principle as literally stated in the passage. Train yourself to take the given
principle at face value, even if it seems to contradict what you “know” about the law.
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If Logical Reasoning is weak: Focus on argument-based passages: identifying the
conclusion first, then working backward to premises and assumptions. Practice
“weaken/strengthen the argument” questions heavily, since these are conceptually
trickiest. Avoid over-relying on formal logic tricks; CLAT’s logical reasoning is closer
to critical reasoning (as seen in GRE/GMAT) than to puzzle-based logic.

If Quantitative Techniques is weak: Since this section has fewer questions, aim for
consistency rather than speed initially. Master percentages, ratios, and data
interpretation cold, since these show up repeatedly. Practice reading data sets
(tables, graphs) quickly and extracting only the specific number you need, rather
than trying to absorb the whole dataset.
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If Current Affairs/GK is weak: This is the section most students underestimate and
then panic about in the final month. The fix is not last-minute cramming — it’s daily,
low-effort consistency. Maintain monthly compiled notes (many coaching platforms
release monthly current affairs compilations) and revise the previous month’s notes
every weekend.CLAT 2026 UG Syllabus

Start a Formal Error Log Now
If you haven’t already, start maintaining an error log — a simple spreadsheet or

notebook where every wrong or guessed-right answer gets logged with: the question
topic, why you got it wrong (concept gap, silly mistake, time pressure, or misread),
and the correct approach. This single habit, more than any book or course, is what
separates students who plateau from students who keep improving. Revisit this log

weekly.

Phase 3 (Days 61-90): Full-Syllabus Integration and Mock
Intensity

This is the phase where preparation shifts from “building skills” to “simulating the
exam.” By Day 60, you should have reasonable command over all five sections
individually. Now the focus becomes integration, speed under pressure, and section-
wise time management within a 120-minute window.CLAT 2026 UG Syllabus

Mock Test Frequency
Starting in this phase, take one full-length mock every 3-4 days (roughly twice a

week), always under strict timed conditions, ideally in the same time slot as your
actual exam and in a similarly quiet environment.
After every mock, follow this non-negotiable review process:

1. Score and section-wise accuracy — log it in a tracker so you can see trends over
time, not just single-test snapshots.

2. Time analysis — how long you spent per section vs. your target allocation.

3. Error categorization — for every wrong answer, categorize it as a concept gap, a
careless error, a misread question, or a guess that went wrong.

4. Top 3 takeaways — write down, in your own words, the three biggest lessons from

this mock before moving to the next one.
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Without this analysis, mocks are just practice tests. With this analysis, mocks
become a feedback loop that directly improves your score.

Developing Your Section-Order Strategy
Not everyone should attempt CLAT sections in the printed order. Use this phase to

experiment: try starting with your strongest section to build early momentum and
confidence, or try tackling your weakest section first while your mind is freshest.
Test both approaches across multiple mocks and settle on whichever gives you a
consistently higher composite score. By Day 90, you should have a fixed, rehearsed
section order that you don’t second-guess on exam day.

Time Allocation Benchmarks
As a rough guide (adjust based on your own strengths):
e English Language: ~18-20 minutes

e Current Affairs/GK: ~12-15 minutes (these should be quick, since they’re
knowledge-based, not comprehension-heavy)

e Legal Reasoning: ~30-35 minutes
e Logical Reasoning: ~25-28 minutes
e Quantitative Techniques: ~15-18 minutes

o Buffer for review/marked questions: ~10 minutes

Practice hitting these targets in every mock so that on exam day, time management
is automatic rather than a source of panic.

Don’t Neglect Current Affairs in This Phase
Many students stop reading daily current affairs once mock intensity picks up. Don’t

make this mistake — continue your daily 30-45 minute current affairs habit
throughout Phase 3. This section rewards recency, and the months closest to your
exam date carry disproportionate weight.

Phase 4 (Days 91-120): Current Affairs in This Phase

This is the final stretch, and its purpose is fundamentally different from the previous

three phases. You are no longer building new skills — you are consolidating, revising,
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and fine-tuning your exam-day execution.

Weeks 13-15 (Days 91-110): Maximum Mock Intensity
Increase your mock frequency to 2-3 full-length mocks per week, alternating with
focused revision days. On non-mock days:

« Reuvisit your entire error log from Phases 1-3 and re-attempt every question you
previously got wrong.

e Do topic-wise revision of legal reasoning principles (contract, tort, constitutional
law essentials) using flashcards or short notes rather than re-reading full
material.

e Revise 3-4 months of current affairs notes on a rotating basis so nothing feels
stale by exam day.

o Continue light English reading daily to keep your comprehension speed sharp —
don’t stop this even in the final weeks.

Week 16 (Days 111-117): Taper and Targeted Revision
With about a week and a half left, shift from mock-heavy practice to lighter, focused
revision:

o Take your last full-length mock no later than 5-6 days before the actual exam.
Taking mocks too close to the exam date often causes fatigue or unnecessary
last-minute anxiety rather than useful learning.

e Spend these final days revisiting your error log, your current affairs notes, and
quick-reference sheets for legal principles and quant formulas.

« Do timed section-wise practice (not full mocks) to keep your speed sharp without
exhausting yourself.

e Sleep on schedule. This is not optional — cognitive performance on exam day
depends heavily on your sleep in the preceding week, not just the night before.

Final 2-3 Days: Consolidation, Not Cramming

e Do alight, calm review of your notes — nothing new.

« Avoid starting new topics or attempting unfamiliar question sets; this only breeds
anxiety.
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e Reuvisit your section-order strategy and time allocation plan so it’s fresh and
automatic.

e Prepare your exam-day logistics: admit card, ID proof, exam center route, and
permitted stationery, so there’s zero last-minute scramble.

o Get full sleep the night before. An extra hour of sleep will help you more than an
extra hour of revision at this point.

Cross-Cutting Strategies That Apply Throughout All 120 D

1. Accuracy Over Attempts
CLAT typically penalizes wrong answers with negative marking. This means blind

guessing is a losing strategy. Throughout your preparation, train yourself to attempt
a question only when you can eliminate at least two of the four options confidently.
Build this elimination habit into every practice session, not just mocks.

2. Read Editorials, Not Just News Summaries
Current affairs compilations are useful, but reading original editorials (even 2-3 per

week) builds the comprehension and argument-analysis skills tested in both English
and Legal/Logical Reasoning. This is a rare case where one habit serves three
sections simultaneously.

3. Simulate Real Exam Conditions Regularly
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Don't just practice questions in isolation on your phone between classes. At least
once a week, sit for a timed session in a quiet room, ideally on a computer if you're
used to studying on paper, since CLAT is a computer-based test. The more your
practice environment resembles exam day, the less exam-day nerves will affect your
performance.

4. Track Your Progress Quantitatively
Keep a simple weekly tracker of your mock scores, section-wise accuracy, and time

management. Trends matter more than any single test. A dip in one mock is normal; a
consistent downward trend over three mocks is a signal to revisit your approach for
that section.

5. Protect Your Mental Health
A 120-day preparation window is a marathon of focus, and burnout is real. Build in

one half-day off per week where you do something unrelated to CLAT entirely. Sleep,
nutrition, and short physical activity (even a 20-minute walk) measurably improve
retention and focus — treat them as part of your strategy, not a distraction from it.

6. Don’t Compare Your Timeline to Others

Every aspirant’s starting point, strengths, and learning speed are different.
Comparing your Day 45 mock score to someone else’s Day 45 mock score on a forum
or group chat is a recipe for unnecessary anxiety. Compare yourself only to your own
Day 1 diagnostic and your own trend line since then.

A Sample Weekly Schedule Template

To make this concrete, here’s a sample weekly structure you can adapt for Phases 2
and 3:

« Monday: Weakest section deep practice + current affairs (1 hr)
o Tuesday: Second weakest section deep practice + current affairs (1 hr)

o Wednesday: Full-length mock (in Phase 3+) or sectional test (in Phase 2) +
current affairs (1 hr)

e Thursday: Mock/test review + error log update + current affairs (1 hr)

e Friday: Strong section maintenance + English reading + current affairs (1 hr)
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o Saturday: Weekly current affairs revision + legal reasoning principle revision

o Sunday: Half-day off, light revision only, planning for the following week

Final Thoughts

120 days is a tight but entirely workable timeline for CLAT if you approach it with
structure instead of anxiety. The students who succeed in this window aren’t
necessarily the ones who study the most hours — they’re the ones who diagnose
their weaknesses early, practice with intention, review every mistake instead of just
moving to the next question set, and simulate real exam conditions repeatedly so
that nothing about exam day feels unfamiliar.

Trust the phased approach: build foundational skills first, strengthen your weak
sections with data-driven focus, integrate everything under real time pressure, and
finally taper into a calm, well-rested exam day. Do this consistently, and 120 days is
more than enough time to walk into your CLAT exam prepared, confident, and ready
to perform at your best.

Good luck — and remember, the goal over these next four months isn’t perfection. It’s
steady, measurable progress, one mock and one error log entry at a time.CLAT 2026
UG Syllabus
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