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The Complete CLAT 2028 Roadmap: A Step- by
step guide for Aspirants

If you're aiming to crack CLAT 2028 and secure a seat at one of India's National Law
Universities (NLUs), you're in the right place at the right time. Starting early is the
single biggest advantage you can give yourself in this exam — and this roadmap will
walk you through exactly how to use the next couple of years wisely.

Why Starting Early Matters
CLAT (Common Law Admission Test) isn't just about memorizing facts. It tests
reading comprehension, logical reasoning, and the ability to think critically under
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time pressure. These are skills that develop over months of consistent practice, not
last-minute cramming. Students who begin preparation 18-24 months in advance
consistently outperform those who start six months before the exam.

Understanding the CLAT Exam Pattern
Before diving into preparation, get familiar with what you're preparing for. CLAT (for
UG admissions) tests five sections:

e English Language — comprehension passages testing vocabulary, grammar, and
inference

o Current Affairs, including General Knowledge — passage-based questions on
recent events and static GK

o Legal Reasoning — passages on legal principles followed by application-based
questions

e Logical Reasoning — critical reasoning, argument analysis, and pattern-based
questions

« Quantitative Techniques — passage/data-based math questions (basic arithmetic
level)

The exam is entirely passage-based now, so reading speed and comprehension are
non-negotiable skills.

Phase 1: Foundation Building (Class 11 / Year One)

This is your groundwork phase. Focus areas:

Reading Habit Start reading a newspaper daily (The Hindu or Indian Express are
popular choices among aspirants). Don't just read — summarize each article in two
lines. This builds both comprehension and current affairs simultaneously.

English Fundamentals Strengthen grammar, vocabulary, and para-jumbles. Read
fiction and non-fiction books to naturally build reading stamina — CLAT passages are
long, and you need to sustain focus.

Logical Reasoning Basics Start with basic logical reasoning puzzles, syllogisms, and
critical reasoning concepts. Don't rush into mock tests yet; build conceptual clarity
first.
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Math Basics Revise Class 9-10 level math — percentages, ratios, profit-loss,
averages. CLAT math isn't advanced, but it needs to be fast and error-free.

Current Affairs Tracking Maintain a monthly current affairs notebook or use a
reliable app/magazine. Cover national and international news, government schemes,
awards, sports, and legal developments.

Phase 2: Concept Building (Class 12 / Year Two, First Half)
Now shift from foundation to structured preparation.

Legal Reasoning Deep Dive Start learning legal principles — torts, contracts,
criminal law basics, constitutional law fundamentals. You don't need a law
background; CLAT gives you the principle and expects you to apply it, not recall it
from memory.

Logical Reasoning Practice Move to CLAT-specific reasoning passages — critical
reasoning, assumptions, inferences, and argument strengthening/weakening
questions.

English Passage Practice Start solving CLAT-style English passages regularly.
Focus on speed without losing accuracy.

Structured Current Affairs Switch to CLAT-focused current affairs sources or
monthly compilations. Legal and constitutional current affairs deserve special
attention.

Join a Test Series By this stage, enroll in a good CLAT test series (whether through
coaching or self-study platforms) to start getting exam-pattern exposure.

Phase 3: Intensive Practice (Class 12, Second Half)

This is where preparation becomes serious and exam-focused.

Weekly Mock Tests Attempt at least one full-length mock test every week. Simulate
exact exam conditions — same duration, no distractions.

Deep Error Analysis After every mock, spend more time analyzing mistakes than you
spent taking the test. Identify whether errors are from concept gaps, silly mistakes,
or time management.

Sectional Practice Identify your weakest section and dedicate extra practice time to
it, without neglecting your strong sections.

Speed and Accuracy Balance Work on solving passages faster without sacrificing
accuracy. Aim to comfortably finish sections with 5-10 minutes to spare for review.
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Revision Cycles Revise current affairs monthly — old news fades fast, and CLAT
often tests events from the past 12 months.

Phase 4: Final Sprint (Last 2-3 Months Before Exam)
Full-Length Mocks (2-3 per week) Increase mock frequency. Track your score
trends, not just individual scores.

Previous Years' Papers Solve actual past CLAT papers to understand the exact
difficulty level and question framing.

Revision Only — No New Topics Stop learning new concepts. Focus entirely on
revising what you've already covered.

Time Management Drills Practice section-wise time allocation strictly. Many
aspirants lose marks not from lack of knowledge but from poor time distribution.
Stay Calm and Consistent Avoid burnout. Sleep well, eat well, and keep your daily
routine stable in the final weeks.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

e Ignoring English and Current Affairs in favor of only Legal and Logical Reasoning
— all sections carry weight

« Passive reading of newspapers without active recall or notes

« Skipping error analysis after mock tests — this is where the real learning
happens

« Starting mocks too late — you need dozens of mocks under your belt, not just a
handful

e Neglecting health and sleep during the final stretch, which hurts performance
more than one missed revision session

Final Thoughts

CLAT 2028 might feel far away right now, but the students who succeed are the
ones who treat this as a marathon, not a sprint. Build your reading habit today, stay
consistent with current affairs, and let your mock test performance guide your
revision — not guesswork. Two years of steady, honest effort will take you much
further than a few months of panic.
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Good luck — your NLU seat is earned one consistent day at a time.
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