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Every year, more than five lakh students register for CLAT with a single dream in

mind — a seat at NLSIU Bangalore or NLU Delhi. But here’s the reality: the 24-odd

National Law Universities together offer only a few thousand undergraduate seats,

while lakhs of aspirants compete for them. If your CLAT rank doesn’t land you in the

NLU of your choice, that doesn’t mean your legal career has hit a dead end. It means

it’s time to look seriously at India’s private law colleges.Top Private Law Colleges in

India for CLAT Aspirants

Over the last decade, private law schools have transformed from “backup options”

into genuine competitors to the NLUs. Some, like Symbiosis Law School Pune, now

rank ahead of several National Law Universities in the NIRF list. Others, like Jindal

Global Law School, have built international reputations for research and global
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exposure. This guide walks you through everything a CLAT aspirant needs to know

about private law colleges in India — which ones matter, how they compare, what

they cost, and how to choose the right one for you.

Why Consider a Private Law College at All?
There’s a common misconception that private law colleges are a “consolation prize”

for students who couldn’t crack the NLU cutoff. That’s an outdated view. Here’s why:

1. Infrastructure and resources. Many private universities pour significant resources

into moot court halls, legal research centres, digital libraries with access to

Manupatra, SCC Online, and Westlaw, and dedicated career services teams —

facilities that even some older NLUs are still catching up on.

2. Faculty and pedagogy. Private law schools often hire faculty with strong practice

backgrounds — retired judges, senior advocates, and corporate counsel — alongside

academics, creating a more industry-aligned classroom experience.

3. Wider entrance options. While CLAT remains the gold standard, private colleges

typically accept multiple routes — CLAT, LSAT-India, their own entrance tests, or

even CUET — giving students more flexibility.

4. Specialised programmes. Institutions like UPES Dehradun have built reputations

around energy law and infrastructure law, while others specialise in IPR, cyber law, or

international trade law — options that most generalist NLUs don’t offer at the same

depth.

5. Placement partnerships. Several private law schools have formal placement tie-

ups with law firms, corporates, and multinational companies, offering strong campus

placement seasons.

Of course, private education comes with a trade-off: higher fees. A five-year

integrated law degree at a top private university can cost anywhere between ₹8 lakh

and ₹30+ lakh over the full course, compared to a fraction of that at most NLUs. This

makes it essential to evaluate return on investment (ROI) carefully — a theme we’ll

return to later in this guide.
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Understanding CLAT and Private College Admissions
The Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) is conducted by the Consortium of National

Law Universities primarily to fill seats at NLUs. However, over the years, a large

number of private universities have signed Memorandums of Agreement (MoUs) with

the Consortium to accept CLAT scores for their own admissions as well. Today, more
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than 60 private institutions accept CLAT scores in some form, alongside the 24

participating NLUs.

Broadly, students exploring legal education after Class 12 fall into three admission

tracks:

NLUs via CLAT — the most competitive, offering roughly 3,000+ UG seats

nationally across the Consortium.

CLAT-affiliated private colleges — private universities that have signed on to

accept the CLAT score directly, without requiring a separate entrance test.

Private universities with independent entrance tests — such as LSAT-India, SLAT

(for Symbiosis), LPUNEST (Lovely Professional University), KIITEE, or university-

specific tests, which candidates can take in addition to or instead of CLAT.

It’s worth noting that a good CLAT score isn’t wasted even if you don’t land an NLU

seat — many top private colleges use CLAT rank as a primary or supplementary

admission criterion, so preparing well for CLAT keeps multiple doors open

simultaneously.

Clatiq
CLAT 2027 Critical Reasoning: Master ArgumentCLAT 2027 Critical Reasoning: Master Argument

Watch on

What Makes a Private Law College “Top Tier”?
Before diving into the list, it helps to understand the criteria that separate a strong

private law school from an average one:

NIRF and NAAC recognition — the Ministry of Education’s NIRF law rankings and

NAAC accreditation grades are the most credible, government-backed indicators
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of institutional quality.

Placement record — average and highest packages, the number and quality of

recruiting law firms, and in-house corporate legal teams that visit for hiring.

Faculty strength — the ratio of PhD-qualified faculty, published research output,

and practitioner-faculty involvement.

Moot court and co-curricular culture — participation and performance in national

and international moot court competitions (Philip C. Jessup, Vis Moot, etc.) is a

strong proxy for practical legal training quality.

Industry linkages — partnerships with law firms, corporates, and foreign

universities for exchange programmes or dual degrees.

Infrastructure — library resources, legal databases, moot court rooms, and

hostel/campus facilities.

With that framework in mind, here is a detailed look at India’s leading private law

colleges that CLAT aspirants should have on their radar.Participating Universities for

CLAT 2026Participating Universities for CLAT 2026

Top Private Law Colleges in India Accepting CLAT (2026)

1. Symbiosis Law School (SLS), Pune

Symbiosis Law School Pune is widely regarded as India’s best private law college,

and the NIRF 2025 rankings back that up — SLS Pune secured the 7th rank overall in

the law category, making it the highest-ranked private institution in the country,

ahead of several NLUs. Established in 1977, it was one of the first law schools in India

to be granted autonomous status.

Courses: BA LLB (Hons), BBA LLB (Hons), LLM

Admission: Primarily through SLAT (Symbiosis Law Admission Test), followed by

a Personal Interview round; some Symbiosis institutes also consider CLAT scores

for certain seats

Highlights: Strong moot court culture, excellent alumni network, well-established

corporate law placement pipeline, recognised legal research centres
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Good for: Students seeking an NLU-comparable academic environment with

strong industry connect in Maharashtra

2. Siksha ‘O’ Anusandhan (SOA), Bhubaneswar

SOA has emerged as a serious contender in recent years, ranking 10th in the NIRF

2025 law rankings — an impressive jump that places it among the very top private

institutions nationally.

Courses: BA LLB, BBA LLB, LLM

Admission: Own entrance process; CLAT scores are also considered by many

aspirants applying through management/merit routes

Highlights: Deemed university status, growing research output, expanding legal

infrastructure

Good for: Eastern India-based students looking for a rapidly rising institution with

strong government-recognised rankings

3. Jindal Global Law School (JGLS), Sonipat

Jindal Global Law School, part of O.P. Jindal Global University, is often cited as India’s

most internationally oriented law school. Established in 2009, it has built a

reputation for research-focused legal education and global collaborations with

universities abroad.

Courses: BA LLB (Hons), BBA LLB (Hons), LLB, LLM, PhD

Admission: LSAT-India, CLAT-UG, or JSAT (Jindal’s own test)

Highlights: Large international faculty base, dual-degree and exchange

programme options, strong presence in policy and human rights law, excellent

library resources

Good for: Students interested in international law, human rights, or an

interdisciplinary liberal-arts-meets-law education

4. Institute of Law, Nirma University, Ahmedabad

Nirma University’s Institute of Law has consistently featured in NIRF rankings —

placed at 33rd position in the NIRF 2025 law rankings — and has a long track record
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of producing successful legal professionals since its founding in 2007 on the vision

of Padmashri Dr Karsanbhai K. Patel.

Courses: BA LLB, BBA LLB, LLM, PhD

Admission: Accepts CLAT scores directly for several of its seats

Highlights: Strong industry linkages in Gujarat’s business and corporate

ecosystem, well-regarded moot court programme, solid placement record with

regional and national law firms

Good for: Students who want strong corporate law exposure with a Western India

base
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5. UPES School of Law, Dehradun

UPES (University of Petroleum and Energy Studies) built its reputation on

specialised, industry-aligned law programmes — particularly in energy,

infrastructure, and corporate law — a niche few other Indian law schools occupy. It

was also the first Indian university to partner with the UK’s The University of Law.
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Courses: BA LLB (Hons), BBA LLB (Hons), B.Com LLB (Hons), LLM

Admission: ULSAT, CLAT, CUET, or LSAT-India

Highlights: Strong sector-specific placements (energy, infrastructure, corporate

law firms), modern campus, industry-designed curriculum

Good for: Students interested in energy law, corporate law, or

infrastructure/regulatory practice

6. VIT Law School, Chennai (VIT Law School, Vellore Institute of

Technology)

Part of the well-known VIT group, VIT Law School has quickly built a reputation as

one of South India’s leading private legal education providers, attracting students

from across India and abroad.

Courses: BA LLB (Hons), BBA LLB (Hons), LLM

Admission: Accepts CLAT scores

Highlights: Modern campus infrastructure inherited from VIT’s engineering-

education legacy, growing moot court participation, decent placement support

Good for: Students who want a well-resourced South Indian campus with a

multidisciplinary university ecosystem

7. ICFAI Law School, Dehradun / Hyderabad

ICFAI Law School has positioned itself as an institution that blends legal education

with management and humanities, aiming to compete directly with NLUs on

academic rigor.

Courses: BA LLB, BBA LLB, LLM

Admission: Accepts CLAT scores among other routes

Highlights: Strong interdisciplinary curriculum combining law with business,

competitive faculty

Good for: Students who want a management-and-law hybrid education

8. Lovely Professional University (LPU) School of Law, Jalandhar

Established in 2005, LPU’s School of Law has grown into one of North India’s most

recognised private legal education destinations, benefiting from LPU’s massive
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multidisciplinary campus and infrastructure.

Courses: BA LLB (Hons), BBA LLB (Hons), B.Com LLB (Hons), LLB, LLM

Admission: LPUNEST, CLAT, or LSAT-India

Highlights: Large campus with extensive extracurricular and sports facilities,

active placement cell, competitive scholarships for high CLAT/board scores

Good for: Students who want a large, vibrant campus community alongside their

legal education, and flexible admission pathways

9. KIIT School of Law, Bhubaneswar

Part of the Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology group, KIIT School of Law

(established 2007) offers a wide spread of specialised law programmes and has built

a name in Eastern India’s legal education landscape.

Courses: BA LLB, BBA LLB, B.Sc LLB, LLM, PhD

Admission: KIITEE entrance exam

Highlights: Diverse course specialisations, strong industry seminars and guest

lectures, decent research output

Good for: Students wanting variety in undergraduate law combinations (including

the relatively rare B.Sc LLB)

10. Christ University, Bengaluru

Christ (Deemed to be University) has one of the most respected law faculties among

deemed universities in India, known for disciplined academics and consistent

placement performance.

Courses: BA LLB (Hons), BBA LLB (Hons), LLM

Admission: Christ University Entrance Test (CUET-based or university-specific)

Highlights: Strong academic discipline, active student engagement in moot

courts and debates, good corporate and litigation placement mix

Good for: Students who value structured academics and an urban campus in

Bengaluru’s legal and corporate hub

11. GITAM School of Law, Visakhapatnam
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GITAM School of Law has built a curriculum tailored to both bench-and-bar practice

and corporate legal careers, and has featured in category-specific rankings for

private law schools.

Courses: LLB, LLM (IPR & Cyber Law, Corporate & Commercial Law, International

Law), PhD

Admission: Accepts CLAT scores

Highlights: Specialised LLM tracks, decent regional placement network

Good for: Students interested in postgraduate specialisation in IPR, cyber law, or

international law

12. SASTRA Deemed University School of Law, Thanjavur

SASTRA has a growing reputation, particularly in Tamil Nadu, which has emerged as

a state with a high concentration of NIRF-ranked private law colleges.

Courses: BA LLB, BBA LLB, LLM

Admission: SASTRA’s own entrance process; CLAT considered for some intakes

Highlights: Strong science-and-technology university ecosystem supporting

interdisciplinary legal studies (especially IP and technology law)

Good for: Students interested in technology law and IP within a strong STEM-

oriented university

13. Amity University, Noida

Amity Law School is one of the most well-known private law brands in North India,

with a large alumni base and extensive infrastructure across its Noida campus.

Courses: BA LLB (Hons), BBA LLB (Hons), LLM

Admission: Accepts CLAT scores, along with Amity’s own entrance test

Highlights: Large campus and faculty base, wide recruiter base for placements,

strong brand recognition among employers in Delhi-NCR

Good for: Students who want a well-established Delhi-NCR institution with broad

recruiter reach

14. SRM Institute of Science and Technology, School of Law, Chennai
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Established in 2013, SRM’s law school has built a technology-driven legal education

model and recently featured as a new entrant in the NIRF 2025 private law rankings.

Courses: BA LLB (Hons), BBA LLB (Hons), B.Com LLB (Hons), LLB (Hons), LLM

Admission: SRMHCAT, CLAT, or LSAT-India

Highlights: Technology-integrated pedagogy, growing NIRF recognition, strong

South Indian campus infrastructure

Good for: Students who want a tech-forward approach to legal education

15. Presidency University, Bengaluru

Presidency University offers law alongside a wide range of other disciplines, and

accepts an unusually broad set of entrance exams, making it accessible to students

from multiple academic backgrounds.

Courses: LLB and related integrated programmes

Admission: COMEDK-UGET, LSAT, CLAT, CUET, and several others

Highlights: Multidisciplinary campus, flexible entry routes

Good for: Students who want maximum flexibility in how they gain admission

NIRF 2025 Law Rankings: Where Private Colleges Stand
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The NIRF (National Institutional Ranking Framework) is released annually by India’s

Ministry of Education and remains the most authoritative, government-backed

ranking system for Indian institutions, evaluated on five parameters: Teaching,

Learning & Resources; Research and Professional Practice; Graduation Outcomes;

Outreach and Inclusivity; and Perception.

In the NIRF 2025 Law rankings (released September 2025), Symbiosis Law School

Pune emerged as the top-ranked private law college nationally at position 7 overall,

with Siksha ‘O’ Anusandhan following at rank 10. Notably, 16 private law schools

featured in the NIRF 2025 list, up from just 11 the previous year — a sign that private

legal education in India is professionalising and closing the credibility gap with

public institutions. SRM Institute of Science & Technology, Nirma University, and

Galgotias University were among the new entrants to the private college rankings

that year. Tamil Nadu emerged as the state with the highest concentration of NIRF-

ranked private law colleges, reflecting the region’s growing investment in legal

education infrastructure.

This is a meaningful data point for CLAT aspirants: rather than treating “private” as a

single undifferentiated category, it’s worth checking whether a specific institution

has NIRF recognition, since it reflects standardised, externally audited performance

rather than marketing claims.100+ Essential Legal Terms for CLAT 2026 | Complete

Glossary

Government Colleges vs Private Colleges: A Quick

Comparison

Factor Government (NLUs) Private Law Colleges

Fees (5-year

course)

Roughly ₹6–12 lakh at most

NLUs

Roughly ₹8–30+ lakh depending on

institution

Admission

competitiveness

Extremely high; top NLUs

need CLAT ranks in low

hundreds

Moderate to accessible; many

accept a wider CLAT rank band or

alternate exams
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Factor Government (NLUs) Private Law Colleges

Brand recognition Very strong, especially top 5

NLUs

Strong for top-tier private colleges

(Symbiosis, Jindal, Nirma); variable

for others

Infrastructure Generally good, some older

NLUs are underfunded

Often modern and well-funded,

especially in newer private

universities

Placement Excellent at top NLUs,

weaker at newer/lower-

ranked NLUs

Strong at top-tier private colleges,

variable elsewhere

Faculty diversity Traditionally academic-

heavy

Often blends academics with

practitioners

The key takeaway: it’s not “NLU good, private bad.” It’s about matching the specific

institution’s strengths to your goals, budget, and CLAT rank.

Factors to Weigh Before Choosing a Private Law College
1. Check the NIRF rank and NAAC grade. These are the most objective, third-party

validated indicators available. Don’t rely solely on a college’s own marketing

brochure.

2. Study the placement report carefully. Ask for (or look up) the last three years of

placement data — not just the “highest package,” which is often a single outlier, but

the median/average package and the percentage of students placed. A handful of

top law firms visiting isn’t the same as strong overall placement depth.

3. Calculate the real ROI. A ₹25 lakh five-year degree only makes sense if the

placement outcomes and career trajectory justify it. Compare the total fee outlay

against realistic starting salaries in your target practice area (litigation typically pays

far less than corporate law in the first few years).

4. Look at faculty-student ratio and qualifications. A law school top-heavy with

visiting faculty and few full-time PhD holders may offer a less rigorous academic
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experience.

5. Evaluate location and internship access. Law schools located in or near major

legal hubs (Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Pune, Chennai) typically offer easier access to

internships at law firms, courts, and corporate legal departments during the course

— a major advantage for building a strong CV before graduation.

6. Assess moot court and co-curricular culture. Participation in national and

international moot court competitions is one of the best indicators of a law school’s

commitment to practical training, not just classroom teaching.

7. Understand the specific admission route. Some private colleges accept CLAT

scores directly; others require their own entrance test (SLAT, LSAT-India, LPUNEST,

KIITEE, etc.) in addition to or instead of CLAT. Confirm this early so you don’t miss

application deadlines for exams you didn’t know you needed to take.

8. Look for scholarship and fee-waiver programmes. Many private law schools,

including LPU and others, offer merit-based scholarships tied to CLAT rank or board

exam performance, which can meaningfully offset the higher fee structure.

Frequently Asked Questions
Is a private law college degree valid and recognised like an NLU degree? Yes — as

long as the institution and its law programme are approved by the Bar Council of

India (BCI), the degree is legally valid and the graduate is eligible to practise law in

India after clearing the All India Bar Examination (AIBE), regardless of whether the

institution is public or private.

Can I get into a top private law college without appearing for CLAT? Yes. Most

private law colleges accept multiple entrance routes — LSAT-India, SLAT, university-

specific tests, or even CUET — so CLAT is not always mandatory, though a strong

CLAT score generally widens your options.

Are private law colleges more expensive than NLUs? Generally, yes. While NLU fees

for a five-year course typically range from around ₹6–12 lakh, private law college

fees can range from roughly ₹8 lakh to well over ₹25–30 lakh, depending on the

institution’s reputation and facilities.

Which private law college is considered the best in India right now? Based on the

NIRF 2025 Law rankings, Symbiosis Law School Pune holds the distinction of being

the highest-ranked private law college in India, followed by Siksha ‘O’ Anusandhan.

Should I choose a lower-ranked NLU or a top private law college? This depends

heavily on your priorities. A lower-ranked NLU may offer a stronger brand name and
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lower fees, but a well-established private college like Symbiosis, Jindal, or Nirma

may offer better infrastructure, specialised programmes, and comparable or even

stronger placement outcomes in specific practice areas. There’s no universally

correct answer — it comes down to your budget, career goals, and preferred location.

Final Thoughts
The narrative around private law colleges in India has shifted meaningfully over the

past decade. What used to be viewed purely as a fallback option is now, for

institutions like Symbiosis, Jindal Global Law School, and Nirma University, a

legitimate first choice for many aspiring lawyers — backed by NIRF recognition,

strong faculty, modern infrastructure, and increasingly credible placement records.

If your CLAT rank doesn’t secure you a seat at your preferred NLU, don’t panic and

don’t assume your legal career prospects are diminished. Do your homework: check

NIRF standing, dig into real placement data, calculate the true cost against expected

outcomes, and pick an institution whose strengths — whether that’s international

exposure, energy law specialisation, or moot court culture — align with the kind of

lawyer you want to become. The right private law college, chosen deliberately, can

set you up for a legal career every bit as strong as an NLU degree.

Disclaimer: Rankings, fees, and admission criteria mentioned in this article are based

on the most recent publicly available information (including NIRF 2025 rankings) and

are subject to change. Always verify current details, fee structures, and admission

requirements directly on official university websites and the Consortium of NLUs’

CLAT portal before making admission decisions.
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